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  1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
Scott 2032 is the City of Scott’s Comprehensive Plan to address the issues and challenges the City faces 
today and into the future.  A comprehensive plan is a long-range policy guide that outlines what a city 
will do, encourage, and support to achieve its vision of overall growth and development.  This is the 
City’s first Comprehensive Plan.  
 
A critical part of every comprehensive plan is a background analysis of existing conditions to inform the 
overall planning process.  The purpose of this Community Inventory is to provide a factual and analytical 
basis of Scott 2032.  The Community Inventory includes chapters on Demographic and Household 
Trends; Land Use; Economic Development; Housing and Neighborhoods; Transportation; Drainage; 
Public Utilities; Community Facilities, and Culture and History.  
 

 

  2.0 DEMOGRAPHICS & HOUSEHOLD TRENDS 
 
This section provides the data available for understanding the characteristics of the individuals and 
households that make up the population of Scott.  While it focuses primarily on statistics describing the 
City, it would be remiss to discuss statistics without also noting that Scott is a special city with a strong 
sense of community.  People who live in Scott live there because they choose to.  While that may be said 
for many communities, residents of Scott communicate a strong sense of place where there is a tight-
knit, supportive, active community.  Many work in Lafayette and other area communities, but they 
return home every day to Scott.  They passionately want it to remain a great place to live. 
 
The data presented in this chapter has been drawn from a variety of sources.  The decennial census 
provides the baseline for household and population estimates in the intervening years.  The American 
Community Survey of the U.S. Census Bureau provides detailed demographics for 2010.   
 

2.1 POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLD TRENDS 
The City of Scott has remained a small community for its first 100 years with a majority of its growth 
occurring between 1980 and 2000, similarly to the Acadiana region due to the oil industry expansion.  
Over the past decade, Scott grew much faster than the state as a whole, but not as much as some other 
parts of Acadiana.   
 

Population Growth over last 20 years 
Over the last four decades, the City of Scott has had steady growth, the highest increase between 1980 
and 2000. 
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Figure 2-1: Population, City of Scott, 1970-2010 

                     Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 
 
The U.S. Census reports that the City of Scott’s 2010 population was 8,614, up 9.5 percent from the 
2000 population (7,870).  This compares to the city of Lafayette’s 2000-2010 growth of 9.4 percent and 
Lafayette Parish’s growth of 16.3 percent, all of which grew substantially faster than the state as a 
whole, which only grew 1.4 percent from 2000 to 2010. 
 

Figure 2-2:  Total Population Change, City of Scott and Comparison Areas, 2000—2010  

 
                     Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 

 
 

2.2 RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
Much of Scott’s residential development is new.  About 87 percent of the city’s housing was built after 
1960 and of that about 60 percent was built after 1980.  The city has a majority of single family units and 
not much diversity of housing mix.  The city also has a high percentage of mobile homes at 22 percent.  
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About 10 percent of the units can be considered historic or over 50 years old.  The predominant 
development pattern is an auto-oriented and single-use, rather than mixed use.   
 

Total Units by Number in Structure 
Single-family units comprise the largest single category of housing type, with the next largest unit being 
mobile homes.  Multi-family development accounts for less than 10 percent of all housing units in the 
city.  A greater variety of housing types will be important to consider for future population growth. 
 

Table 2-1: Housing Units by Number in Structure, City of Scott, 2010 

 Number Percent 

1-unit, detached 2,331 67.6% 

1-unit, attached 45 1.3% 

2 units 57 1.7% 

3 or 4 units 79 2.3% 

5 to 9 units 124 3.6% 

10 to 19 units 35 1.0% 

20 or more units 0 0.0% 

Mobile home 778 22.6% 

Total units 3,449 100.0% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 

 
 

Figure 2-3: Housing Units by Building Size/Type, City of Scott, 2010 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 

 
Units by Year Built 
Housing age data are shown in Table 2-2.  These estimates show that about 619 units (almost 18 percent 
of all units) have been built in the last 10 years (2000-2010).  This is an average of about 51 units per 
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the 1970s, when nearly a quarter of the housing units were built, followed by the 1980s, when another 
20 percent were constructed.   About 18 percent of the housing stock was constructed in the 1990s.   
 

Table 2-2:  Housing Age, City of Scott, 2010 

Timeframe Housing Units 
Percent of Total 

Housing units 

Built 2005 or later 231 6.7% 

Built 2000 to 2004 388 11.2% 

Built 1990 to 1999 639 18.5% 

Built 1980 to 1989 687 19.9% 

Built 1970 to 1979 795 23.1% 

Built 1960 to 1969 277 8.0% 

Built 1950 to 1959 56 1.6% 

Built 1940 to 1949 78 2.3% 

Built 1939 or earlier 298 8.6% 

TOTAL 3,449 100.0% 
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 

 
 

Occupancy by Tenure and Type 
Scott has been experiencing a steady rate of homeownership over the last 20 years from about 68 
percent in 1990 to 76 percent in 2010.  Homeownership in fact was above the national average of 65.1 
percent in 2010.  
 
Housing in the older “mid city” sections of Scott is characterized by a large number of relatively small 
older homes with substantial numbers of mobile homes mixed in with older frame homes.  There are a 
relatively few larger older homes in the mix.  Moving further away from “mid city,” areas are 
characterized by small developments and subdivisions of brick homes on slabs, with newer larger homes 
in areas further south from the City core. 
 

Table 2-3:  Housing Tenure, City of Scott, 1990-2010 

 1990 2000 2010 

 Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Owner-occupied 1,315 68.2% 2,216 75.9% 2,631 76.3% 

Renter-occupied 614 31.8% 704 24.1% 816 23.7% 

Total occupied units 1,929 100.0% 2,920 100.0% 3,447 100.0% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, American Community Survey 

 
The homeowner vacancy rate, the proportion of homeowner inventory that is vacant and for sale, is low 
compared to Lafayette Parish, the state, and the country. The 2010 Census reports a homeowner 
vacancy rate for Scott of only 1.2 percent.  This is noticeably below the 1.8 percent average for Lafayette 
Parish and the State of Louisiana and less than half the national homeowner vacancy rate of 2.6 percent.    
 
The rental vacancy rate for the City of Scott was 10.7 percent, which is above the 8.4 percent rate for 
Lafayette Parish but only slightly above Louisiana’s rate of 10.5 percent and the US rate of 10.2 percent.   
Of the 219 vacant housing units, 98 units were for rent, 32 units were for sale and 21 units were sold or 
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rented but not yet occupied or were for seasonal use (e.g., camps).   The remaining 68 units were 
classified as “all other vacant,” many of which were likely abandoned homes. 
 

Table 2-4: Occupancy by Tenure, City of Scott, 2010 

 2010 

Total housing units 3,666 

    Occupied housing units 3,447 

    Vacant housing units 219 

    For rent 98 

    Rented, not occupied 5 

    For sale only 32 

    Sold, not occupied 4 

    For season, recreation, or occasional use 12 

    All other vacant 68 

Overall vacancy rate  6.0% 

    Homeowner vacancy rate 1.2% 

    Rental vacancy rate 10.7% 
  Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 

 
Homeowner housing values for Scott are presented in Table 2-5.  About 20 percent of owner-occupied 
units are valued at less than $50,000.  About a quarter of owner-occupied units are valued between 
$50,000 and $99,000 and another quarter are valued at $100,000-$149,000.  Approximately 10 percent 
of the population occupies homes valued at more than $200,000. 
 

Table 2-5: Value of Owner-Occupied Housing, City of Scott, 2010 

Value 
Owner-Occupied 

Units Percent 

Less than $50,000 507 20.2% 

$50,000 to $99,999 603 24.1% 

$100,000 to $149,999 662 26.4% 

$150,000 to $199,999 459 18.3% 

$200,000 to $299,999 236 9.4% 

$300,000 to $499,999 12 0.5% 

$500,000 to $999,999 6 0.2% 

$1,000,000 or more 19 0.8% 

Total units 2,504 100.0% 

Median (dollars) $107,900  
Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 

 

Older Adult Housing 
There is one residential development in Scott for low-income older adults (age 62 or older) who are 
capable of independent living.  The Acadian Heritage Apartments, located on Anna Street behind Scott 
Middle School, are HUD subsidized apartments where residents pay based on their income. Income 
limits to qualify for this housing are set by HUD and are currently $21,150 for single occupants and 
$24,200 for two occupants. There are 87 apartments, and more than 20 on the waiting list, with little 
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turnover.  Staff report that they have residents from locations outside of Scott and Louisiana, and they 
continue to receive new applications from outside the region.   
 
The Acadian Heritage Apartments, which are operated by the Lafayette Parish Council on Aging, opened 
in 2008. The development has an exercise room, computer lab, laundry rooms, a library, a beauty shop 
and a multipurpose room.  Residents receive water, sewage, trash pickup and monthly pest control at 
no additional charge, and Meals on Wheels provides weekday lunches for $1.25.  
 

2.3 POPULATION AND HOUSEHOLD PROJECTIONS 
The City is anticipated to maintain steady growth over the next 20 years.  The population and household 
projections take the 2010 estimates as the base year, and project forward in 10 year intervals. 
 

Population Projections 
Table 2-6 and Figure 2-4 presents population projections for the next 20 years, assuming Scott 
implements elements of this Comprehensive Plan.  These projections are based on population growth 
rates of 10 percent for 2010 through 2016 (roughly the same as the last 10 years); 12 percent from 2017 
– by which time the community might see some changes as a result of the initial implementation of the 
Scott 2032 Plan – through 2022; and 15 percent from 2023 through 2032. 
 

Table 2-6: Population Projections, City of Scott, 2010-2032 

 2010 2020 2030 2032 

Total Population  8,614 9,591 11,065 11,399 

Population Increase Over 2010 -- 977 2,451 2,782 

 
 

Figure 2-4: Population Projections, City of Scott, 2010-2032 
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Household Projections 
The demand for new housing will depend to a large extent on population growth.  Table 2-7 presents 
household projections for the next 20 years. 
 

Table 2-7: Household Projections, City of Scott, 2010-2032 

 2010 2020 2030 2032 

Households 3,271 4,248 5,228 6,341 

Owner-occupied Housing Units 2,504 2,801 3,546 4,392 

Renter-occupied  Housing Units 767 861 1,096 1,363 

 
Projections suggest demand for more than 1,100 additional housing units by 2032.  An estimated 76 
percent of demand (approximately 850 units) will be for owner-occupied units, with the remainder for 
renters.  
 

2.4 CITY PROFILE 
The changing demographic profile of City of Scott means that the city will need to identify its policy 
priorities to address new demands associated with an aging population, diversifying populace, and 
evolving housing composition.  This section describes the city’s age, race, education, income, 
employment, and household composition. 
 

Age Distribution 
The age distribution of the population of Scott is shown in Figure 2-5.  Scott has a similar age distribution 
compared with the population of Lafayette Parish and Louisiana as a whole.  About 11 percent of the 
population is age 65 or older, and national trends indicate that the percentage of retirement age is 
expected to continue to grow.  At the same time, more than 27 percent of the population is under age 
20.  The median age in Scott is 35.1, which is about the same as Louisiana’s median age (35.8) and 
slightly above Lafayette Parish’s median age of 33.2.  
 

Figure 2-5: Population Distribution by Age Group, City of Scott and Comparison Areas, 2010 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 
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The City is less young than it has been ten years ago.  The proportion of the population in the age groups 
from Under 5 through 15 to 19 year age is down, while it is up in the 45 through 85+ year age groups.  
The 35 to 44 age group had the highest decline in proportion of the total population from 18 percent to 
13.4 percent.  Retirement-age persons are a slightly larger proportion of the total population than they 
were in 2000, similar to national trends.  
 

Table 2-8: Age Groups, City of Scott, 2000-2010 

 2000 2010 

Age Groups Number Percent Number Percent 

Under 5 702 8.9% 661 7.7% 

5 to 9 620 7.9% 594 6.9% 

10 to 14 632 8.0% 575 6.7% 

15 to 19 679 8.6% 532 6.2% 

20 to 24 582 7.4% 565 6.6% 

25 to 34 1,188 15.1% 1,364 15.8% 

35 to 44 1,414 18.0% 1,154 13.4% 

45 to 54 998 12.7% 1,317 15.3% 

55 to 64 492 6.2% 929 10.8% 

65 to 74 368 4.7% 520 6.0% 

75 to 85 148 1.9% 315 3.7% 

85+ 47 0.6% 88 1.0% 

Total population 7,870 100.0% 8,614 100.0% 
         Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 

 
 

Figure 2-6: Age Distribution, City of Scott, 2000-2010 

 
        Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 and 2010 
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Race and Ethnicity 
Scott has been growing more diverse over time.  People classifying themselves as “white” have dropped 
from about 85 to 78 percent of the total population, while the African American population and the 
Asian population have nearly doubled.   
 

Table 2-9: Population by Race/Ethnicity, City of Scott, 1990-2010 

 1990 2000 2010 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Total Population 5,440 100.0% 7,870 100.0% 8,614 100.0% 

White 4,634 85.2% 6,751 85.8% 6,778 78.7% 

Black or African 
American 

701 12.9% 910 11.6% 1,366 15.7% 

American Indian and 
Alaska Native 

0 0.0% 26 0.3% 41 0.5% 

Asian or Pacific 
Islander 

59 1.1% 76 1.0% 144 1.7% 

Some other race 46 0.8% 39 0.5% 146 1.7% 

Two or more races - - 68 0.9% 150 1.7% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 

 
Table 2-10: Growth in Hispanic Population, City of Scott, 1990-2010 

  

1990 Hispanic/Latino Population 71 

2000 Hispanic/Latino Population 102 

1990-2000 Percent Increase 43.6% 

2010 Hispanic/Latino Population 320 

2000-2010 Percent Increase 213.7% 
             Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census 

 
The Hispanic/Latino population has grown since 1990 and now makes up a little over 3 percent of the 
population. 
 

Educational Attainment 
As of 2010, the proportion of Scott’s adult residents with a bachelor’s degree or higher was 17 percent, 
lower than the state and national averages of 21 percent and 28 percent, respectively.  The proportion 
of the adult population with a high-school diploma increased from 2000 to 2010 by almost 9 percent.  In 
2010, it was higher than the state average and close to the national average.   
 

Table 2-11: Education Attainment, City of Scott, 2000 and 2010 

 2000 2010 

High School 
Grad or higher 

Bachelor’s 
Degree or higher 

High School 
Grad or higher 

Bachelor’s 
Degree or higher 

Scott 75% 17% 84% 17% 

Louisiana 75% 19% 81% 21% 

United States 79% 24% 85% 28% 
   Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, American Community Survey 
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Labor Force Participation 
The labor force participation rate is defined as the number of people in the labor force (i.e., those either 
employed or actively looking for employment and registered with the Employment Security 
Commission) divided by the number of people eligible to be in the labor force (i.e. those aged 18-65).  
The labor force participation in Scott exceeds the state and national averages and only slightly increased 
since 2000. 
 

Figure 2-7: Labor Force Participation, City of Scott, 2000 and 2010 

 
                       Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, American Community Survey 

 
The City’s unemployment rate provides further insight into these trends.  The unemployment rate was 4 
percent in 2000 and 3.4 percent in 2010.   
 

Table 2-12: Economic Indicators, City of Scott, 2000 and 2010 

 2000 2010 

Percent of persons below poverty 14.2% 12.8% 

Percent of families below poverty 11.9% 9.2% 

Median Household Income $37,320 $48,911 

Per Capita Income $15,469 $23,754 

Unemployment Rate 4.2% 3.4% 

Labor Force Participation Rate 67.1% 68.0% 
       Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, American Community Survey 

 
Household Income 
Per capita income data show that per capita income for Scott is low compared to Lafayette Parish, the 
City of Lafayette and a number of other cities and towns in the Parish.  Figure 2-8 shows Scott’s per 
capita personal income of $23,754, which is 11 percent less than Lafayette Parish and almost 3 percent 
higher than the State. 
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Figure 2-8: Per Capita Income, City of Scott and Comparison Areas, 2010  

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 

 
Household income impacts the amount residents spend on housing.  Figure 2-9 presents 2010 estimates 
of annual household income.  These data show that 89 percent of Scott’s households have annual 
incomes of less than $100,000 and 59 percent have annual incomes under $50,000.  
 

Figure 2-9:  Percentage of Households by Annual Household Income, City of Scott, 2010 

 
                   Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 
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Household Characteristics 
Compared with the State as a whole, Scott’s household profile is characterized by a higher number of 
family households, a higher proportion of households with children, and a lower number of childless and 
non-family households.   
 

Table 2-13: Households by Type, City of Scott and Louisiana, 2010 

 Scott Louisiana 

Number Percent  Number Percent 

Total households 3,271 100.0% 1,641,165 100.0% 

Family households 2,929 70.1% 1,108,716 67.6% 

With own children under 18 years 1,251 38.2% 495,994 30.2% 

Married-couple families 1,808 55.3% 764,526 46.6% 

With own children under 18 years 922 28.2% 308,241 18.8% 

Male householder, no wife present 129 3.9% 77,122 4.7% 

With own children under 18 years 70 2.1% 35,755 2.2% 

Female householder, no husband 
present 

355 10.9% 267,068 16.3% 

With own children under 18 years 259 7.9% 151,998 9.3% 

Non-family households 979 29.9% 532,449 32.4% 

Householder living alone 898 27.5% 450,542 34.9% 

65 years and over 227 6.9% 147,198 9.0% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 

 
The composition of the City’s households has evolved since the 2000 Census.  Traditional married-
couple families with children slightly declined as a total share of households during the 2000s.  Single-
parent households have stayed the same proportion of total households.  Non-family households 
increased by 5 percent of the total share from 2000 to 2010. 
 

Table 2-14: Household Trends, City of Scott, 2000-2010 

 2000 2010 

Number Percent  Number Percent 

Total households 2,885 100.0% 3,271 100.0% 

Family households 2,184 75.7% 2,929 70.1% 

Married couple w/ own children under 18 
years 

913 31.6% 922 28.2% 

Single parent w/own children under 18 years 306 10.6% 329 10.0% 

Non-family households 701 24.3% 979 29.9% 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, American Community Survey 

 
Scott’s households are somewhat mobile. Over 50 percent have moved into their home since 2000.  
Over a third have lived at their current address for the last five years.   
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Table 2-15: Household Length of Stay, City of Scott, 2010 

 Number Percent 

Moved in 2005 or later 1,273 38.9% 

Moved in 2000 to 2004 904 27.6% 

Moved in 1990 to 1999 658 20.1% 

Moved in 1980 to 1989 181 5.5% 

Moved in 1970 to 1979 206 6.3% 

Moved in 1969 or earlier 49 1.5% 
  Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 

 

Commuting Characteristics 
A majority of Scott residents commute alone in their own automobile.  Single occupancy vehicles 
compromise 93 percent of all commutes.  Almost 3 percent carpooled.  Alternative modes accounted for 
a minimal share – less than 1 percent for walking and no public transit.   
 

Table 2-16: Journey to Work, City of Scott, 2010 

 Number Percent 

Workers 16 years and over 3,963 100.0% 

Car, truck, or van – drove alone 3,687 93.0% 

Car, truck, or van – carpooled  115 2.9% 

Public transportation (excluding taxicab) 0 0.0% 

Walked 19 0.5% 

Other means 48 1.2% 

Worked at home 94 2.4% 
  Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 
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  3.0 LAND USE 
 
The City of Scott is located within Lafayette Parish in South Louisiana.  Scott is the second largest city in 
Lafayette Parish and is located about 60 miles from the state capitol of Baton Rouge.  The incorporated 
city is approximately 7,215 acres and is located along I-10 at Exit 97 with a majority of the development 
occurring south of I-10 to West Congress Street.  I-10 serves as a major east-west connector from 
California to Florida and is a significant local, regional and national transportation corridor.  The City of 
Scott does not have existing land use data, but land use information was collected during field visits and 
reviewing aerial maps.  Approximately 50 percent of the City of Scott is undeveloped property; 30 
percent is residential including schools and churches; 10 percent is commercial including health care 
facilities, retail, restaurants, grocery stores, convenience stores, hotels, and offices; 5 percent is civic and 
recreational; and 5 percent is industrial use.   
 
The developments along the frontage road along the south side of I-10 are typical commercial 
properties found along Interstates, including hotels, campground, restaurants, service stations, and 
retail.  Development has not occurred along the north side of I-10 near Exit 97 yet due to lack of utility 
infrastructure.   
 
The land use along St. Mary Street which traverses Scott north-south from I-10 to the heart of its Civic 
and Historic center changes from commercial properties along the frontage road to mixed business and 
small lot residential, which then continues to Cameron Street/Hwy 90.  There are four notable locations 
off of this corridor:  the Begnaud House adjacent to the Interstate, Scott Ballpark, City Hall/Scott 
Police/Scott Fire Station on Lions Club Road, and downtown Scott. 
 
Cameron Street/Hwy 90 runs east-west through Scott from Lafayette to Duson, and is a mix of industrial 
and commercial toward the outer limits of the City, with commercial and some residential at its 
intersection with St. Mary Street.  South of Cameron Street is commercial and residential, growing more 
rural in character with increased lot sizes and undeveloped land toward the limits of Scott.  Acadiana 
High School lies at the southernmost part of the City. 
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Figure 3-1: Existing Land Use & Land Cover 
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  4.0 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT   
  TRENDS 
 
Many residents of Scott work in communities other than Scott, and conversely some work in Scott but 
live in other communities.  Scott’s location along I-10 and near I-49, its proximity to Lafayette with less 
traffic, and its proximity to oil and gas-related activity have led to substantial light industrial 
development. 
 
A list of businesses in Scott (businesses with a Scott address obtained from Reference USA) shows that 
commercial activity, other than the normal retail businesses found in most communities, is dominated 
by businesses providing products and services to the oil and gas industry.  However, commercial realtors 
serving the area report that recent demand has focused largely on light industrial companies seeking 
locations in the area as a result of the City’s proximity to I-10 and I-49.  Companies in the oil and gas 
industry are seeking locations that are easily accessible by their employees and provide easy access to 
outside markets.   
 
Table 4-1 presents data on employment by industry for Scott in comparison to the immediate region 
and the state.  Scott has relatively more people employed in the Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting 
and Mining category than the state as a whole, although percentages are roughly in line with the City of 
Lafayette and the Parish.  The list of businesses in Scott, along with the number of employees, indicates 
that almost all of that employment is in “mining,” which is a category that includes much of the oil and 
gas related activity.    
 

Table 4-1:  Employment by Industry, City of Scott and Comparison Areas, 2010 
Civilian employed population age 16 & over by 
industry 

Scott 
Lafayette 

City 
Lafayette 

Parish 
Louisiana 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting & mining 7.0% 7.8% 9.0% 4.4% 

Construction 7.8% 4.5% 5.8% 8.8% 

Manufacturing 2.3% 5.4% 5.8% 8.4% 

Wholesale trade 3.1% 2.6% 3.1% 3.1% 

Retail trade 9.6% 12.1% 12.7% 12.0% 

Transportation, warehousing, utilities 8.6% 3.3% 4.3% 5.1% 

Information 2.8% 2.8% 2.4% 1.6% 

Finance & insurance, real estate, rental & 
leasing 6.6% 6.0% 5.9% 5.5% 

Professional, scientific, mgmt, admin & waste 
mgmt services 8.8% 10.8% 10.4% 8.3% 

Educational services, health care & social 
assistance 21.8% 24.1% 22.1% 22.7% 

Arts, entertainment, recreation, 
accommodation & food services 8.8% 12.1% 9.9% 9.3% 

Other services, except public administration 3.7% 4.9% 4.9% 5.2% 

Public administration 9.3% 3.6% 3.7% 5.5% 

TOTAL 4,081 57,320 102,768 1,936,682 

        Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey 
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Scott also has relatively more employment in the Construction and Transportation/Warehousing/ 
Utilities sectors than the region.  Much of the construction and transportation appears to be oil and gas 
related.  In addition to the oil and gas industry, proximity to I-10 and I-49 makes Scott attractive to 
companies seeking locations easily accessible by employees and for goods movement utilizing the 
interstate system.  These data also show that retail and wholesale employment in Scott is roughly in line 
with the region and the state and that there is less manufacturing employment in Scott than in the 
region and the state. 
 

Commercial Development Sector 
Demand for retail, service businesses and restaurants is expected 
to grow in line with population growth and focused within the 
growth areas identified in the comprehensive plan.  A majority of 
the new businesses are being built on and around the I-10 frontage 
road along the south side of I-10.  Continued commercial 
development is expected within this area due to the vacant lots 
available for development.  
 
TIF DISTRICTS 
There are two Tax Increment Financing (TIF) districts within the City of Scott, Destination Point TIF 
District and Apollo Road TIF District.  TIF is a public financing method that is used for subsidizing 
redevelopment, infrastructure, and other community-improvement projects.  TIF is a method to use 
future gains in taxes to subsidize current improvements, which are projected to create the conditions 
for said gains. The completion of a public project often results in an increase in the value of surrounding 
real estate, which generates additional tax revenue.  Sales-tax revenue may also increase, and jobs may 
be added, although these factors and their multipliers usually do not influence the structure of TIF.  
When an increase in site value and private investment generates an increase in tax revenues, it is the 
"tax increment."  Tax Increment Financing dedicates tax increments within a certain defined district to 
finance the debt that is issued to pay for the project. 
 
In Louisiana, the State will match the TIF tax with 1 percent of the 4 percent tax it collects on retail sales 
in the TIF district.  No sales taxes are collected in a TIF district until it has retail stores. But when stores 
open there, the 1% TIF tax will be collected in that district in addition to the 8 percent in sales taxes 
shoppers in Scott are already paying.  The TIF taxes will be in effect until bonds for the infrastructure are 
paid off (at least 10 years). 
 
The Destination Point TIF district is located on the northwestern corner of the I-10 and LA 93 
interchange.  The City is currently working on extending utilities to the site.  Once the site has utilities, it 
is anticipated to be developed into a retail development.   The Apollo Road TIF districts are located from 
the LA 93 at I-10 interchange encompassing the I-10 frontage road to the south of I-10 and the future 
Apollo Road extension from Cameron Street (US 90) to Rue du Belier (LA 93).  Both TIF districts are 
anticipated to be future retail and residential expansion opportunities. (See Figure 4-1 for the TIF 
Districts Map.)    
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Figure 4-1: City of Scott TIF Districts 
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DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION 
In Scott’s city center, there has been renewed investment and redevelopment in some of the older 
buildings and homes.  The Coffee Depot, Revival Antiques and Floyd Sonnier’s Art Gallery are businesses 
that have become community gathering spots.  With the implementation of the Scott 2032, the city 
center is expected to continue its revitalization.  
 

Industrial Development Sector 
Light industrial development in Scott has been growing 
largely based on proximity to I-10 and I-49 but also still 
heavily focused on oil and gas industry.  Light industrial 
includes production/manufacturing and industrial service 
businesses, warehouses, and businesses such as auto 
repair, self-storage.  Demand for space for light industrial 
development is expected to continue to grow if suitable 
land can be identified and developed.  There is currently 
little land available for additional light industrial 
development in Scott as a result of the large amount of 

undeveloped land that is designated as floodplains and floodways.   
 
 

  

  5.0 TRANSPORTATION 
 
This section provides an overview of the existing transportation network and the currently proposed 
improvements and studies.  The city currently does not have a transportation improvement plan but 
coordinates closely with the DOTD and MPO regarding transportation projects within the city limits.   
 

ROADWAYS 
The inventory of the existing street and highway network 
encompassing the City of Scott was analyzed based on a 
functional classification system.  Functional classification is a 
method of classifying roads by the service they provide as 
part of the overall roadway system.  All roads in the United 
States can be classified as either rural or urban.  All of the 
roads within the city are classified as Urban because the 
population of the city is greater than 5,000.  The urban 
roadways can be further divided into arterials, collectors, 
and local roadways as follows: 
 
ARTERIALS 
Arterials provide the highest level of mobility, at the highest speed, for long uninterrupted travel.  They 
have the highest traffic volumes and are typically divided with raised or flush medians.  The Interstate 
Highway System is an arterial network.  Arterials typically have higher design standards than other 
roads, and their main function is to move traffic.  Arterials can be further divided into principal and 
minor arterials. 
 



CITY OF SCOTT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
 

 

 
Page 20  COMMUNITY INVENTORY 

Principal Arterial:  Principal arterials are limited-access highways and roads that serve the purpose of 
connecting urbanized areas to each other.  They include interstates, freeways, and expressways.  Urban 
principal arterials serve the major centers of activity of an area, have the highest traffic volume 
corridors, and the longest trip distances.  They should carry a high portion of the total urban area travel 
(e.g., I-10, Apollo Road [Hwy 93], St. Mary, W. Congress Street and Ambassador Caffery north of I-10). 
 
Minor Arterials:  Minor arterials provide service for trips of moderate length and at a lower level of 
mobility.  They connect with urban principal arterial roads and collectors (e.g., US 90/Cameron Street, 
LA 93 north of I-10, Dulles Drive and Rue du Belier). 
 
COLLECTORS 
Collectors provide a lower degree of mobility than arterials.  They are designed for lower speeds and for 
shorter distances.  Collectors are typically two lane roads that collect and distribute traffic from the 
arterial system.  Collector roads may penetrate residential communities, distributing traffic from 
arterials to various destinations.  They are also used to channel traffic from local roads onto arterial 
systems.  Collectors can also be subdivided into major collectors and minor collectors.  A Major 
Collector’s primary function is to provide connection between neighborhoods and major activity centers 
and arterial street systems.  Some access is provided to adjacent properties, while maintaining the 
circulation and mobility of users.  Major collectors carry lower traffic volumes at slower speeds than 
major and minor arterials.  A Minor Collector’s primary function is to connect residential neighborhoods 
with major collectors, major arterials, or minor arterials.  Access to adjacent properties is common.  
Examples of Collectors located in the City of Scott are: Dugas Road, JB/L Provost Road, Old Spanish Trail, 
and St. Mary Street. 
 
LOCAL ROADS 
Local Roads provide access to immediately adjacent residential and commercial properties and connect 
to higher order streets.  Short driveway distances, slow speeds, and low traffic volumes characterize 
local streets.  Examples of Local Roads are: Alfred Street, Delhomme Avenue, Breaux St., Timmy Street, 
and St. Louis Street.  Roads such as Lions Club Road which is currently classified as a Local Road can be 
reclassified as a Collector if it is extended to Delhomme Drive.  
 
As part of the existing conditions analysis, the traffic volumes or average daily traffic (ADT) was obtained 
from the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (LADOTD) and the LCG.  The data 
listed in Table X below includes the most recent data at various locations within the City of Scott and just 
outside of its corporate limits.  The data ranges from 2004 to 2010.  It can be seen from the data that 
besides I-10 and Ambassador Caffery, the most traveled road within the City of Scott is Westgate with a 
maximum ADT of 19,209. Other roads with high ADT located in the City of Scott include US 90 between 
Westgate and Ambassador Caffery, LA HWY 93 north and south of I-10, and Rue du Belier in front of 
Acadiana High School.  Additionally, based on the ADT data approximately 6,729 vehicles enter the City 
of Scott through the I-10 interchange at mile marker 97 (Exit 97); and 7,989 vehicles leave the City 
through this exit. 
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Figure 5-1: Existing Thoroughfare Map 
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PEDESTRIANS AND SIDEWALKS 
An inventory of the sidewalks within the City of Scott was completed by the LCG Metropolitan Planning 
Organization as part of the 2035 Pedestrian Plan (dated 7/15/2010).  This inventory was verified and 
updated accordingly through field visits as part of this Plan.  It was determined  that there are no 
sidewalks within the City of Scott corporate limits located North of I-10; and approximately 10.7 miles of 
sidewalk located South of I-10 (Figure 5-2).  Some of the more rural areas of Scott are single family 
homes and agricultural land where even if the sidewalk network was complete, the distance from most 
homes to work or shopping centers does not make walking a feasible option.   
 
Approximately four (4) miles of roadways in Scott have sidewalks on 
both sides of the road, which accounts for eight (8) miles of 
sidewalk.  Some of the newer neighborhoods such as Emerald 
Gardens, Judice Oaks, and Champion Subdivision have sidewalks on 
both sides of the road.  Other neighborhoods with sidewalks on 
both sides of the road include Westpark Subdivision, Acadiana 
Heights, and Westward Heights.  There are small portions along St. 
Mary Street, Alfred Street, and Cayret Street which also have 
sidewalks on both sides of the road.  The additional 2.7 miles of 
sidewalk are located on only one side of the roadway.  These 
sidewalks are sporadically located.  They can be found in some of 
the older parts of Scott along Oak Street, St. Mary Street, 
Delhomme Avenue, Chaisson Street, Alfred Street, East Street, 
Cayret Street, Elizabeth Street, Cameron Street, Old Spanish Trail, 
Perez Street, Riner Drive, Lowell Drive, Earline Drive, Gold Rush 
Drive, Canyonridge Drive, and Olympic Drive.  Additionally, 14 crosswalks were located in the City of 
Scott.  Out of the 14 crosswalks 10 of them only have sidewalks on one side of the road.   
 
Based on this inventory, the current pedestrian-related challenges that the City of Scott is dealing with 
are the limited number of sidewalks; sporadic placement of sidewalks; and incomplete sidewalks.    This 
was a major complaint from many of the stakeholders and advisory committee members during the 
planning process.  This lack of connectivity deters people from using the existing sidewalks.  Additionally, 
some of the sidewalks are quite narrow, and the lack of connectivity makes them unsafe for all users.  As 
mentioned previously, there are many locations where crosswalks only have sidewalks on one side of 
the road.  
 
An additional challenge that the City of Scott is dealing with is that there are no requirements for the 
construction of sidewalks within developments (commercial and residential) or along roadways within 
the City of Scott.  It is up to the discretion of the developer whether or not to install sidewalks.  Some of 
the newer developments such as Judice Oaks, have made it mandatory for the landowner that 
purchases a lot to include a sidewalk during the construction of their home.   
 
Maintenance and upkeep of the sidewalks and pedestrian crossings is another challenge that the City of 
Scott faces.  Many of the existing sidewalks are overgrown with grass, trees, or shrubbery, which make 
them unusable and in disrepair.  Tree roots which crack and shift sidewalks is also a common problem 
seen along the existing network.  Also, some of the stakeholders mentioned that insufficient lighting 
along sidewalks also discourages people from using the existing sidewalk network.   
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Figure 5-2: Existing Sidewalks 
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BIKEWAYS 
All of the roadways located in the City of Scott have shared lanes for vehicles and bicyclists.  U.S. 
Highway 90 (Cameron) has paved shoulders, however it has no signage or markings indicating that it 
services bicycles.  Many of these shared roadways within the City of Scott are narrow with no shoulders.   
This makes traveling on them by bicycle quite dangerous.  Currently there are no signed, shared 
roadways, bicycle lanes, multi-use sidewalks, or bicycle paths located in the City of Scott.   
 

TRANSIT 
The city currently has no transit service however there are seven public transit operators that service 
Lafayette Parish.  These include:   

 Lafayette Parish School Board Bus System 

 Lafayette Transit System 

 Lafayette Transit System Para-Transit System 

 Lafayette Association of Retarded Citizens (LARC) 

 Lafayette Council on Aging Para-Transit 

 SMILE Community Action Agency Para-Transit 

 University Student Transit  Services 
 
Out of these seven service providers only four provide services to the city, and this is limited to 
transportation for local school children to Scott schools and human services transportation.  The 
Lafayette Transit System (LTS) does not have any stops within the city nor do any pass through the city.  
However, Route 20 (Cameron) passes just outside of the corporate limits of Scott and has pick up 
locations at N. Domingue and West Point Circle, Dulles Drive and Ambassador Caffery (Car Wash), 
Ambassador Caffery and Southwest Medical Center (W. Congress), Ambassador Caffery and W. Willow, 
and Ambassador Caffery and Cameron.   
 

RAIL SYSTEM 
The railroad is a major transportation feature that has helped to build an identity for the City of Scott.  It 
runs approximately 3.25 miles through Scott between US 90 and I-10.  The railroad is currently owned 
and operated by the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway and Union Pacific Railroad.  It is primarily 
used for shipment of freight such as chemicals, hazardous materials, and commodities (wheat, corn, 
soybeans).  However, the Amtrak Sunset Limited passenger train also utilizes the railroad.  The Sunset 
Limited operates on a tri-weekly schedule between Los Angeles and Orlando.  The nearest Amtrak 
station is located in Lafayette.  This station is owned by the City of Lafayette.  Approximately 6,122 
passengers utilized this station in fiscal year 2010 (October through September), with a revenue of 
$387,635.  Of the seven Louisiana stations that are serviced by Amtrak, the Lafayette station was the 
fourth busiest for the fiscal year 2010, boarding and detraining approximately 17 passengers a day.  The 
preceding station is Lake Charles to Los Angeles and the following station is New Iberia to New Orleans. 
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  6.0 DRAINAGE 
 
The City of Scott has two main drainage systems located within its corporate limits, Coulee Ile des 
Cannes and Coulee Mine.  Scott is located on the upstream portion of each of these systems which 
ultimately outfall into the Vermilion River.  Approximately 30 miles of channel are located within the 
corporate limits of Scott—7 miles are located in the Coulee Mine basin and 23 miles are located in 
Coulee Ile des Cannes.      
 
During major storm events, water tends to pond in areas throughout the City, but is known to recede 
relatively quickly.  These areas include but are not limited to:  Harvest Point Subdivision, Lafayette 
Street, Old Spanish Trail and Provost Road, Creswell Avenue, Westside Elementary School, South Sunset 
and Perez Drive, Provost Road, Avondale Drive, Alfred Street, Mills Road, and West Willow.  Bridges and 
roadways that are known to overtop include:  Delhomme Avenue along Ile des Cannes Coulee, Renaud 
Drive along Coulee Mine West, and areas along Mills Street.  Dulles Drive along Ile des Cannes Coulee 
used to overtop, but since the cleaning and channel modifications have been completed the City has 
seen an approximately one (1) foot reduction in water surface elevation.   
 

Ile des Cannes Coulee is the outfall for the primary laterals 
that drain the City of Scott.  However, since Ile des Cannes 
Coulee is heavily vegetated, water tends to back up and pond 
in some of the more populated areas of the City.  Lafayette 
Consolidated Government (LCG) has been working to 
complete channel modifications and cleaning along this Coulee 
for over a decade.  They began at the Ile des Cannes Coulee 
outfall with the Vermilion River, and have been progressing 
upstream as funding becomes available.  The current extent of 
these modifications is located approximately 3,000 feet 
upstream of Dulles Drive.  LCG is currently working to get 

additional funding to continue the channel cleaning further upstream.  It will cost an estimated $3 
million to clean up to US 90, and $17 million to clean to Gloria Switch Road. 
 
There are additional channels located within the City that need cleaning, regrading, or erosion 
protection.  Some of the issues that have been brought up during this Master Plan include: 
 

 Lateral L8C drains a large portion of the City and has various erosion and drainage problems 
along it.   

 Channel blockages at the railroad crossings, particularly Lateral L8C. 

 The small lateral running along the baseball fields and discharging into Lateral L8 is silted in, and 
is in need of regrading and cleaning.   

 The outfall of Lateral L8C into Lateral L8 near Acadiana High School has high velocities during 
large rain events which has caused erosion problems.      

 Lateral L-14 which runs through the center of Scott is in need of regrading and cleaning.   

 Lateral L8C running along Rue du Belier, South of Dulles Drive is being looked at by LA DOTD to 
make it subsurface.   
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 Erosion along Lateral L8C near Westside Elementary School.  This problem is currently being 
addressed. 

 

FEMA FLOOD MAPS  
The current effective Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRM) for the City of Scott are dated January 19, 1996 and January 20, 1999 and are located on FEMA 
panels 20, 25, 40, and 45.  These existing FIRMs place approximately 74 percent of the City in a special 
flood hazard area (SFHA).  These SFHAs are defined below and summarized in Table 6-1. 
 

Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs) are subject to inundation by the 1% Chance Flood.  The 1% 
Chance Flood (100-year flood), also known as the base flood, is the flood that has a one (1) percent 
chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.  The Base Flood Elevation (BFE) is the water 
surface elevation of the 1% annual Chance Flood.  The zones are described below: 

 Zone A:  No Base Flood Elevations (BFE) determined. 

 Zone AE:  Base Flood Elevations determined.   

 Zone AH:  Flood depths of one (1) to three (3) feet (usually areas of ponding); Base Flood 
Elevation determined. 

 Floodway:  The channel of a stream plus any adjacent floodplain areas that must be kept 
free of encroachment so that the 1% Chance Flood can be carried without substantial 
increases in flood heights.  Located in a Zone AE. 

 
Other Flood Areas 

 Zone X500:  Areas of 0.2% annual Chance Flood; areas of 1% annual Chance Flood with 
average depths of less than one (1) foot or with drainage areas less than 1 square mile; and 
areas protected by levees from 1% annual Chance Flood.    

 
Other Areas 

 Zone X:  Areas determined to be outside the 0.2% Chance Floodplain. 
 
LCG received preliminary FEMA maps in September 2007 and is currently in the process of updating the 
FEMA FIRMs for the Parish.  At that time, the City of Scott chose not to review or submit an appeal 
based on the preliminary maps or FEMA hydraulic models.   
 

Table 6-1: City of Scott FEMA Statistics 

 
 Source: FEMA 

Area Area

Addresses 

Located in Area

Addresses 

Located in Area Area Area

Addresses 

Located in Area

Addresses Located 

in Area

acres Percent No. Percent acres Percent No. Percent

Zone A 5,001 69% 1,964 54% 435 6% 162 4%

Zone AE 0 0% 0 0% 2729 38% 1,369 38%

Zone AH 0 0% 0 0% 25 0% 3 0%

Floodway 326 5% 50 1% 1727 24% 265 7%

Flood Hazard Area - TOTAL 5,327 74% 2,014 55% 4916 68% 1,799 49%

Zone X 1,694 23% 1,506 41% 1,085 15% 766 21%

Zone X500 194 3% 124 3% 1,214 17% 1,079 30%

Outside Flood Hazard Area - TOTAL 1,888 26% 1,630 45% 2,299 32% 1,845 51%

TOTAL 7,215 100% 3,644 100% 7,215 100% 3,644 100%

Preliminary - 2011

FEMA Statistics

CITY OF SCOTT

Effective - 1999



   CITY OF SCOTT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 

 

 
COMMUNITY INVENTORY   Page 27 

LCG received the Revised Preliminary FEMA maps and models dated September 6, 2011.  The City of 
Scott is located on panels 45, 65, 70, 135, 155, and 165.  Based on the September 6, 2011 Revised 
Preliminary FIRMs approximately 68 percent of the City is located in a FHA, with 24 percent of this area 
being in a floodway.  The 90 day appeal period is over; however, there are areas which appear to be 
questionable (see list below) within the City of Scott.  Contact with FEMA has been made and the City 
has acquired permission to submit updated hydraulic models.  The City of Scott is currently working with 
a consultant to complete a detailed review of the FEMA models, complete the needed changes, and 
provide this information to FEMA for map revisions to be completed.  Areas under question include: 
 

 Floodway widths along Ile des Cannes. 

 Base Flood Elevations along Lateral L8C. 

 Floodway widths and Base Flood Elevations along Lateral L8. 

 Flow distributions along Lateral L8. 

 Gouaux Road is located outside of the 100-year flood hazard areas yet this neighborhood holds 
water during storm events (along Lateral L7). 

 Upstream of Lateral L8C is not included in the 100-year flood hazard area, yet the parking lot 
holds water during smaller storm events.   

 Lateral L14 being completely removed from the 100-year flood hazard area. 
 
In order to improve the validity of the FEMA models and maps the City should collect high water marks 
(flood elevations) whenever possible.  Although, the City currently does not have a plan for collecting 
this data. 
 

COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM 
The Community Rating System (CRS) is a voluntary program for National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
participating communities.  The goals of CRS are to reduce flood damages to insurable property, 
strengthen and support the insurance aspects of the NFIP, and encourage a comprehensive approach to 
floodplain management.  The CRS provides incentives in the form of premium discounts for 
communities to go beyond the minimum floodplain management requirements.  Premium discounts are 
in 5 percent increments ranging from 0 percent for a Class 10 to a maximum of 45 percent for a Class 1.  
The City of Scott was evaluated by FEMA in 2011 and received a Class 8 CRS classification.    
 

DRAINAGE ORDINANCE 
There have been no complaints or issues pertaining to the existing drainage ordinance for the City of 
Scott.  The ordinance was recently updated to help improve the City’s CRS classification.  One of the 
updates includes that all new subdivisions shall provide roadside drainage using a closed culvert system.  
It also states that subdivisions which were designed as open ditch, and are so designated on the 
recorded plat for the subdivision, must remain as open ditches.  The following standards are set for 
developments within the existing drainage ordinance: 
 

 Hydraulic Analysis for Residential and Commercial Developments – 10 year storm (minimum) 

 Subsurface Drainage System for Residential and Commercial Developments – 10 year storm 
(minimum) 

 Outlet Structures – designed for the 10 year storm and checked for the 100 year storm 

 Structures and Outfall Channels – 10 year storm (minimum) 

 Collector Street Crossings – 10 year storm (minimum) 

 Arterial Street Crossings – 25 year (minimum) 
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MAINTENANCE AND INSPECTION 
The City of Scott’s public works department does not have an active inspection and maintenance plan 
for the drainage channels and hydraulic structures located along them.  However, after major storm 
events a general drive through inspection is completed to ensure that the system is draining properly.  
The City also completes maintenance issues on an as needed basis.  There is no formal system of 
tracking the timeline of these maintenance events or inspections at this time. There is also no formal 
inventory of the hydraulic channels and structures within the City of Scott.  The City does include 
inspection and maintenance for stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) in the City drainage 
ordinance detailing responsible parties and procedures for routine and non routine maintenance.     
 

STORMWATER ORDINANCE 
The City of Scott has adopted an ordinance for Illicit Discharge and Connection to the Storm Sewer 
System (City Ordinance Number 2007-9).  The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the health, 
safety, and general welfare of Scott citizens through regulating what is entering the storm drainage 
system.  This ordinance is enforced to the maximum practicable extent, as required by state and federal 
law, which prohibits chemicals and debris from entering the stormwater drainage system.  The City has 
pamphlets detailing the stormwater ordinance, penalties, stormwater runoff, best management 
practices, illicit discharges, and list of things residents can do around their home to help improve 
stormwater quality.  This pamphlet is available at City Hall.     
 

SOILS 
The City of Scott’s soils are all silt loam series soils which are generally found in alluvial plains and 
unsuitable for development.  These soils lend to nearly level to gently sloping, poorly drained 
topography that was once covered in tall grasses.  They are more suitable for pasture or growing staple 
crops such as sugarcane, sweet potatoes, soybeans, grain sorghum, wheat and rice, in rotation with 
crayfish (Table 6-2). 
 

Table 6-2: Soil Data for City of Scott 

Soil 
Classification 

Description Hydrologic Soil Group Percent 

MbA Memphis Silt Loam, 0 to 1 Percent Slope B 0.1 % 

CoA Coteau Silt Loam, 0 to 1 Percent Slope C 15.4% 

CoB Coteau Silt Loam, 1 to 3 Percent Slope C 1.0% 

PaA Patoutville Silt Loam C 36.3% 

FoA Frost Silt Loam D 40.8% 

FrA Frost Soils, Occasionally Flooded D 5.2% 

W Water W 1.2% 
 Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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Figure 6-1: Drainage Map
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Figure 6-2: Wetland Map 
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Figure 6-3: 1996/1999 Effective FEMA Map 
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Figure 6-4: Revised Preliminary FEMA Map (2011) 
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Figure 6-5: Soils Map 
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  7.0 PUBLIC UTILITIES 
 
The Public Utilities chapter summarizes the existing conditions for potable water, sanitary sewer, 
energy, solid waste/recycling and communications for the City.   
 

POTABLE WATER 
The City of Scott receives all of its potable water from Lafayette Utilities System (LUS).  This meets the 
current capacity needs of the City which is approximately 283 million gallons per day.  There are no 
existing water pressure issues or water quality problems.  The City owns and maintains its water lines 
and the expansion of these water lines is typically decided based on an as needed development basis.  
There are also no water storage tanks or towers located in the corporate limits.  It costs the City of Scott 
approximately $906,580 to own and maintain their water system.   
 
The City of Scott provides water to 317 commercial and 2,674 residential properties (2,991 properties 
total).  The City requires a $30 deposit for home owners and $50 deposit for renters to start up their 
residential water services.   The City provides water for a flat rate of $8.70 which is applied for the first 
2,500 gallons of usage, and $4.20 is charged for each additional 1,000 gallons.  Scott also supplies LUS 
water to some of the unincorporated parts of Lafayette Parish to the west of the corporate limits.  The 
City’s revenue from water services is approximately $984,626.  
 
Other potable water providers include the North Water District (north of I-10) and the South Water 
District (South of I-10).  There are also some rural areas within the City of Scott corporate limits that 
have private water wells. 
 

SANITARY SEWER 
The City of Scott provides sewer to 205 commercial and 1,627 residential properties (1,832 properties 
total).  The City requires a $30 deposit for home owners and $50 deposit for renters to start up their 
residential sewer services.  The City supplies sewer at a flat rate of $8.80 for the first 2,500 gallons of 
usage, and $3.20 for each additional 1,000 gallons.  The annual revenue from sewer services is 
approximately $407,000.   
 
Sewer is also provided to some of the rural areas of the City of Scott by Total Environmental Solutions 
(TESI).  The base rate for these homes is $28.82.  Many residents in rural areas of Scott use septic tanks. 
 
The City of Scott has one wastewater treatment facility which is located north of the railroad tracks off 
of Delhomme Avenue.  It is a mechanical extended aeration plant which uses the 15 acre oxidation pond 
for sludge disposal.  The operating capacity of the existing facility is 0.95 million gallons per day (mgd), 
and the current average daily load is 0.75 mgd.  Therefore, the plant is currently operating at 
approximately 79 percent of its capacity on average.  During large rain events the plant pushes its 
capacity limits.  There are also a few package sewer plants that are located within the corporate limits.   
 
There are 16 electric sewer pump stations.  SLEMCO provides power to three (3) of the stations, and 
Entergy provides power for the remaining 13.  In the last few years the City has been working to upgrade 
some of these stations, and has plans to upgrade one (1) per year until they are all updated.  The 
existing sewer lines located in the older areas of the City are also being updated.  It costs the City 
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approximately $522,828 to operate and maintain the wastewater treatment plant, pump stations, and 
sewer lines within the City.  When available the City applies for grant funding to help improve sewer 
lines and upgrade the sewer pump stations.   
 
The City is currently working to move sewer underneath Interstate 10 to the Destination Point TIF 
District and the North Interstate 10 Frontage Roads.  This would include the installation of two (2) 
additional pump stations, one (1) north of Interstate 10 in Destination Point, and the south side of 
Interstate 10 at the end of Benoit Patin Road. 
 
The City of Scott recognizes that improving and upgrading the utilities and infrastructure is vital to the 
growth and economic development of the City.   
 

ENERGY 
The City of Scott currently has adequate energy services.  There are two electricity service providers in 
the City of Scott, SLEMCO and Entergy.  Natural gas providers include the City of Scott and Atmos 
Energy.  The City of Scott provides gas to 56 commercial and 540 residential properties (596 properties 
total).  The City requires a $60 deposit for home owners and $100 deposit for renters to start up their 
residential gas services.  According to state law, if the gas is turned off at a residence then a mercury 
test has to be completed.  An additional fee of $50 is required for the completion of this test.  The 
annual revenue and expenses for gas are $488,451 and $333,743, respectively.      
 

SOLID WASTE/RECYCLING 
The City of Scott provides garbage pickup for 2,804 properties through the company I.E.S.I. for a flat rate 
of $17.43.  Because the City does not provide large commercial garbage pickup, commercial businesses 
can use the company of their choice.  Although bags of leaves or grass are not picked up by the city, tree 
and branch pickup is provided every other week.  These branches are taken to the City compost and can 
be used by the City as needed.  Currently there is not a recycling program in the City of Scott, with the 
nearest recycling facility being located in Lafayette. The City holds an annual hazardous waste event 
during which residents can bring items such as paint, motor oil, tires, and other hazardous materials for 
disposal.  The City also holds a yard waste collection day. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS 
The cable provider within the City of Scott is Cox Communications and the telephone provider is 
Bellsouth.  
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  8.0 COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
 
The Community Facilities chapter summarizes the existing conditions for public facilities, public safety, 
schools, churches, library, health services and recreation. 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES 
City Hall is located at 125 Lions Club Road, and houses the mayor’s 
office, utilities, building permits, payroll, and council chambers.  
There are seven full time employees including the Mayor, City 
Manager, City Clerk, Chief Inspector, Utilities Clerk, Assistant Clerk, 
and Accounts Payable Clerk.  
 
The utilities and infrastructure are overseen by the City’s Public 
Works Department.  This department includes thirteen full time 
employees.  The City’s maintenance and storage yard is located at 
116 and 118 Lions Club Road.  Other City owned buildings and facilities include the sewer plant (land is 
on a 100 year lease), the Begnaud House owned by LA DOTD,  the old fire station located on Lions Club 
Road, and the Emergency Services Building located next to City Hall on Lions Club Road. 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
The Police and Fire Departments are co-located in a new facility on Lions Club Road next to Scott City 
Hall.  The state of the art building was opened in 2011.  The Fire Department maintains nine reserve 
firemen, and carries a fire insurance rating of 03.   As the community grows, the emergency facilities 
need to grow to help maintain this fire rating.  Services they provide include fire protection and 
emergency medical services.  The Police Department employs 24 full time police officers across five 
divisions: Criminal Investigations, Ordinance Enforcement, Narcotics, Patrol, and Special Operations. 
Railroad tracks divide the city of Scott in two sections, leaving one side vulnerable in an emergency.  
Planning efforts will include identifying land for additional emergency services facilities to better support 
an expanding population. 
 

SCHOOLS 
Scott has seven public and parochial schools with a total enrollment of about 3,800 students, from pre-
Kindergarten through 12th grade.  Public schools L. Leo Judice Elementary and Westside Elementary, 
and Family Life Christian and Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic School provide education to students from 
Kindergarten through 4th and 5th grades.  Students attend Scott Middle School from 5th through 8th 
grade, and attend Acadiana High School from 9th through 12th grade.  Carencro High School serves the 
northern part of the Scott School District above Interstate 10 and typically enrolls anywhere from 50-75 
students from Scott. 
 
None of the schools have any plans to expand their facilities, although the representative with L. Leo 
Judice Elementary School explained that they are jam-packed and have 3 sections for K-5th graders.  The 
5th grade at Judice Elementary has been Project Learning Tree certified, and the school is also the 
recipient of the Louisiana 4-H “Seeds of Service” grant. 
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Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic School has a technology-based science program for its 5th and 6th graders, 
and Acadiana High School boasts a business and finance program for 9th and 10th graders. 
 
While there are no head start programs within the City of Scott, Westside Elementary provides 
Kindergarten-4 for families wishing to enroll children in a pre-school program.  There are also five 
daycares, and one new daycare that has not yet opened within the City. 
 
Post secondary education in Lafayette includes University of Louisiana at Lafayette, Louisiana Technical 
College, and South Louisiana Community College. 
 

CHURCHES 
There are five churches located in Scott: Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church, St. Martin de Porres Church, 
First Baptist Church, Family Life Christian Fellowship, and Victory Family Worship Center.  All of the 
churches are involved heavily within the community and provide programs for children and adults 
including Knights of Columbus and various youth groups. 
 
There are two cemeteries in Scott, one at Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church and the other at St. Martin 
de Porres Church. 
 

LIBRARY 
The Scott Branch Library is housed on the corner of Cayret and Cameron Streets.  The library provides 
books for children, young adults, and adults; audio books, music, and DVDs; magazines; a Louisiana 
section including history, biography, nature, and floods; and free internet access.  There are not a lot of 
community activities offered, because of the small size of the facility, but they do provide children’s 
story time, summer craft programs, a summer reading club, and a bookmark contest.  It is also a 
meeting place for the newly formed Scott Historical Society. 
 
In 2002, Lafayette Parish began consolidating the smaller branch libraries into four regional libraries 
after voters passed a $40 million bond issue.  The last region to consolidate into new facilities will be the 
Western Regional Branch, which will close the Scott and Duson branch locations.  This is slated to be 
completed in 2013. 
 

HEALTH SERVICES 
There are several medical facilities located in Scott that range from general family practice and dentistry 
to physical therapy and chiropractic services, but there is no facility to service Scott’s emergency needs.  
The nearest nursing home is called Magnolia Estates which is located just outside the city limits near the 
intersection of Ambassador Caffery and Dulles. 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION 
According to the National Recreation and Park Association, the Level of Service (LOS) Standard for 
Recreation is 15-20 Acres/1,000 Residents.  Scott has three parks with a total of 20 acres for 8,614 
residents.  Parks provide physical, intellectual, and social development for all ages in a safe community 
setting, and are an important factor in quality of life and property value.  Many businesses are attracted 
to communities with high quality of life, and businesses and houses located adjacent to parks have 
higher property values.  Many organizations including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
and public health departments now acknowledge that parks and recreation are a health service, and a 
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part of the healthcare system.  In times of economic downturn, people are more dependent on public 
parks for physical activity. 
 
There are three parks that serve the leisure and recreational activities for the City of Scott: Scott Park, 
Memramcook Park (also called City Park), and Saint Aubin Park.  Scott Park is a 17 acre facility on 
Cormier Street with a .50 mile jogging trail, lighted ball fields, covered picnic areas with grills, public 
restrooms, and a children’s playground.  The park is a part of the Lafayette Parks and Recreation 
Department, but is managed by a neighborhood youth association called SATS.  SATS is responsible for 
the organization of the various athletic programs at the park, but everything must be approved by the 
Lafayette Parks and Recreation Department and the Recreation Advisory Commission. 
 
Memramcook Park is a City-owned facility and is situated across from City Hall on Lions Club Road.  This 
two acre park has a field for baseball, a tennis court, basketball goals, and children’s playground.  Saint 
Aubin Park is the smallest of the three parks, located near the south end of Alfred Street, where St. Mary 
Street meets Cayret Street, and is less than one acre.  It lies at the center of Scott’s historical area and is 
used mostly for parking and Mardi Gras Parade celebrations. 
 
The next closest Park is Neyland Park, on Eraste Landry Road, which is a 30 acre facility with a recreation 
center, swimming pool, tennis courts, basketball courts, lighted ball fields, batting cages, covered picnic 
areas with grills, restrooms, handicapped restrooms, water fountain, children’s playground with baby 
equipment, and historical/commemorative markers.  There are 34 additional parks in Lafayette Parish, 
mostly to the east of Scott. 
 
The closest golf course to Scott is right outside the northeastern city limits off of North University 
Avenue.  There is a driving range outside of Scott city limits on 249 Galbert Road, in Lafayette. 
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Figure 8-1: Existing Community Facilities 
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  9.0 CULTURE AND HISTORY 
 
The City of Scott is located within Lafayette Parish along the 
Interstate 10 corridor in the heart of Acadiana.  Founded in 
1880 by the railroad, Scott was known as “where the west 
begins” because the Scott station depot was listed as the 
“Origin of Western Travel” where the ticket rates were 
different for travel to the east and travel to the west.  
 

HISTORIC SETTING 
The City of Scott has a unique heritage and rich cultural history 
that resound from its historic neighborhoods, buildings and 
residents.  Visitors arriving from Interstate 10 (1-10) wind 
themselves through a mixture of contemporary developments 
and mixed use neighborhoods toward a Civic and Historic 
Center, through older neighborhoods with century-old 
buildings that have been restored into locally owned businesses along oak tree lined roads.  This city 
which began as a railroad town in 1880 has built up steam in the last hundred years, becoming a Village 
in 1907, a Town in 1960, and a City in 1990.   
 

HISTORIC TIMELINE OF SCOTT   
1836 First settler Aurelien Breaux arrived 
1880 Scott founded by railroad, named for J.B. Scott, Superintendent of Railroad 
1880 Mr. Martin Begnaud opened grocery and general merchandise store 
1895 First public school was built 
1897 First church was built 
1902  Bourque’s Bar opened as “an exclusive, all-men’s bar and a meeting place for old folks” 
1904 Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church became independent parish 
1904 Scott became incorporated 
1907 Village of Scott granted charter with Mayor and Board of Alderman 
1911 Bank of Scott established 
1957 City Hall constructed on Delhomme Avenue 
1960 Scott became a Town 
1978 Second City Hall constructed on Lions Club Road 
1990 Scott became a City 
1994 Third City Hall constructed on Lions Club Road 
2004 The Great Scott Herald quarterly newspaper debuted 
2005 The Scott Connection debuted as City’s first home town newspaper 
2005 Scott created Canadian Twinning City 
2011 Scott awarded Cleanest City Award 
2012 Scott awarded Cleanest City Award 
 
The timeline and history of Scott, Louisiana, and the surrounding community began as early as 1755 
with the deportation of the Acadians from the French colony in Acadie, Nova Scotia. This was known as 
Le Grand Derangement. 

Photo: Scott Historical and Genealogical Society 
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Early settlers Jean and Andre Martin purchased land from the Attakapas Indians during the period of 
1815-1820. Others, including Mr. Aurelien Breaux and his son Louis, applied for and received land grants 
from the Federal government in 1836. The arrival of the railroad in 1880 heavily impacted the economic 
and cultural development that ensued. 
 
The founding of Scott is due in large measure to two individuals who masterminded the efforts to get 
the railroad to the community. Both were farmers – Dominic Cayret, a French immigrant, and an 
Acadian, Alcide Judice.  Mr. Judice traveled frequently to New Orleans on business which provided him 
advance information pertinent to the future of railroad travels.  Mr. Cayret negotiated land deals which 
resulted in a railroad depot and a railroad station being built by the Louisiana Western Railroad in Scott 
in 1880.  At the railroad’s request for a name for the location, the area residents chose Scott Station in 
honor of J.B. Scott, who was the superintendent in charge of building the tracks. (Various historical 
references have identified him as J.B. Scott, G.P. Scott, and S.P. Scott.)  The first depot agent was Ozema 
LeBlanc.  This was when Lafayette was known as Vermillionville. 
 
The Scott depot was listed in the railroad logs as the “Origin of Western Travel” because it was the 
location where eastern train fare rates ended and western train fare rates began.  The motto, “Where 
the West Begins” was subsequently attached to Scott.  The railroad became the backbone of the 
village’s economy.  By 1896, the Southern Pacific Railroad Company which had purchased the Louisiana 
Railroad in 1883 was consolidating its operations in Lafayette.  With the decrease in railroad operations 
in Scott Station, more people began referring to the village as simply Scott.  The Village of Scott was 
officially incorporated in 1907 and was subsequently changed to the Town of Scott in 1960. 
 
At the time the train depot was built, several settlers invested in the town by building local businesses, 
schools and churches.  Mr. Alcide Judice built a general merchandise store south of the railroad track.  
Mr. Judice was a long time School Board member and the first President of the Lafayette Parish School 
Board.  He also played an important role in the development of what is now the University of Louisiana 
at Lafayette and conceived the idea of transportation of children to school in wagons and horse drawn 
transfers. 
 
Mr. Martin Begnaud had a store on the north side of the tracks.  He opened his grocery and general 
merchandise store in 1880 and established a successful and prosperous business.  In 1886, Mr. Begnaud 
was brutally murdered by two young French immigrants who were working and living on a nearby farm.  
Ernest and Alexis Blanc were tried and found guilty of murder.  On April 2, 1897, the sentence was 
carried out and the Blanc brothers were hanged. 
 
Louis Breaux immigrated to this area from New Orleans after receiving a Spanish land grant.  He settled 
in the southern part of Scott.  At a young age, his parents sent him to military school in Virginia. Mr. 
Breaux returned to settle in this area and became a farmer, cattleman, businessman and an educator. 
Being a successful businessman and an educator, he donated land in the late 1890s to build the first 
school in Scott.  Originally built south of Old Spanish Trail, it was later moved to the present location of 
L. Leo Judice Elementary.  The entire family felt education was so important that Louis’ daughter Emelia 
also donated land for a school.  Scott High School was built in 1927 on land where Scott Middle School is 
currently located. 
 
In 1902, Albert Bourque opened Bourque's Bar which was reminiscent of early saloons of the Old West. 
It was "an exclusive, all-men's bar and a meeting place for old folks." His two sons, Clovis "Pete" and 
Wilson "Toot" Bourque began working for him at age ten, filling beer and whiskey bottles until they 
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were old enough to wait on customers. According to Pete, the saloon was always orderly and 
drunkenness was never allowed. Prior to the establishment of the Bank of Scott across the street, 
townspeople could always count on getting their checks cashed at Bourque's. In 1918, the bar was 
converted to a general merchandise store because of Prohibition. After its repeal in 1933, Albert 
Bourque reopened his bar.  Following their father’s death in 1960, Pete and Toot continued to operate 
the saloon.  Pete Bourque would often tell the story of why his dad built a western style saloon, saying it 
was "because this is where the west begins," the slogan that Scott still uses today.  
 
Over the years, the clientele changed with the area's economy from 
farmers in the early days to oil field workers.  The closing of the bar on 
July 29, 1976 marked the end of an era for the town of Scott.  The story-
and-a-half structure looks much the same now as it did when it was first 
built, except the shingle roof has been replaced by tin and the dormer 
windows have been removed.  Also missing are the wanted posters 
which used to be displayed on the outside walls by the sheriff, who 
would ride out to the bar on his horse and buggy.  
 

In 1927 the Joseph Sonnier family moved to Scott from Ossun community and 
opened a general merchandise store north of the railroad, which still stands 
today at the corner of Alfred Street and E. Street. 
 
Sts. Peter and Paul Catholic Church was established as an independent parish in 
1904.  Before this time, beginning about 1887, the area was a Mission of St. 

John the Evangelist Parish in Lafayette.  The first church was built about 1897. 
 
In 1910, a group of men met to organize and establish a Bank of Scott.  It was realized in August 1911. 
The first Board of Directors was Luke LeBlanc, Dr. L. A. Prejean, Joseph Sonnier, Rousseau Prejean, J. M. 
Keith, Alonzo Lacy, William Butcher and Rev. J. M. Detchmeny.  The first bank 
building still stands at the corner of St. Mary Street and Delhomme Avenue and 
is presently the home of Paul Begnaud.  The rear of the building was used as a 
meeting room for the Mayor and Aldermen of the Town of Scott.  All meetings 
were held there until 1957 when the first City Hall was constructed along with a 
Fire Station on Delhomme Avenue.   The second City Hall was constructed on 
Lions Club Road in 1978 and served as City Hall until 1995.  The third City Hall was constructed in 1994 
and was dedicated on January 27, 1995 under the leadership of Mayor Hazel D. Myers.  
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CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Scott is proud of its Cajun and Creole culture, its railroad heritage, and historic homes.   
 
Acadian-Cajun Culture 
The City of Scott is located in the heart of the Acadiana region.  Many of its early families and their 
descendents trace their heritage from the Acadians.  The Acadians were French settlers of eastern 
Canada who were exiled from their land in the 1750s.  Many settled in the area of Louisiana, now known 
as Acadiana, which comprised about 22 parishes. It forms a triangle from Lake Charles at the west to 
Grand Isle at the east, with Pointe Coupee at the apex.  The Acadians were the largest group to settle in 
this area from 1765 to 1785.  Although other nationalities were there, the Acadian culture was dominant 
in many places. When bits and pieces of these other cultures were added to the Acadians, a variation of 
the Acadian culture was created. These people, and this culture, became known as Cajun, a derivation of 
the word Acadian. 
 
The Cajun culture is best known for its food, language and music.  The Cajuns brought their recipes not 
just from France, but also from about 150 years of living in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.  Cajun 
cuisine is heavy on hearty seafood dishes, often made in one big pot and served over rice.  The Cajun 
language is primarily derived from French, with a blend of Indian, African, and English thrown in, 
particularly with terminology originating after the 1630s.  Cajun music is rooted in French folk songs and 
heavily influenced by African rhythms. It tends to be upbeat to the point of athletic, often with a wild 
accordion lead.  Today, thousands of Acadian-Cajun descendants cherish their rich legacy of history, 
culture, and genealogy.   Scott’s residents have embraced their Cajun history, culture and genealogy and 
continue to celebrate, preserve and share their legacy. 
 
Creole Culture 
The word "Creole" comes from the Spanish criollo, which mean "a child born in the colony." The term 
was applied to descendants of early French and Spanish settlers all over the "New World," but 
eventually narrowed to indicate native-born Louisianans of French and/or Spanish descent.  Creole 
culture is also best known for its food, language and music.  Creole recipes were developed in New 
Orleans and are usually more urbane and cross-cultural, including the cuisine traditions not just of the 
French and Spanish, but also of other European and African countries.  Creole dishes are all about the 
rich sauces.  The Creole language of Louisiana is again a blend, but does not feature French so 
prominently among the many languages of its origins, including Spanish, Portuguese, English, and many 
African dialects.  Creole and Zydeco music tends to focus on the melody and often tell stories, many 
times of life as a slave or heavy laborer.  
 
La Maison de Begnaud and Scott Arboretum 
The City of Scott has taken on a project of renovating 
one of its own little Acadian houses, which was 
donated by the descendants of the Joseph Begnaud 
family, the great grandchildren Ken, Carl, and Carolyn 
Hebert.  The house was moved from its original 
property, where it now is nestled among the walking 
trail and Scott’s Arboretum, five hundred yards south 
of the Scott Exit #97.  This new project has been in 
operation since September of this year 2008.  It serves 
as a Tourist Information Center, with maps, brochures, Louisiana Magazines etc.  It also is home to a 
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small library area with the collection of the City’s history and memorabilia.   Scott’s citizens are 
continually adding and sharing to this collection on a daily basis.  It has evolved as a special community 
asset as a place to hold meetings, gatherings on history, culture, and even special cultural events. 
 
Boudin Capital 
The City of Scott is currently home to a number of boudin stores, and is a frequent stop for many 
travelers who want to get a taste of one of Acadiana’s famous foods.  The City of Scott was designated 
the “Boudin Capital of the World” by the 2012 Louisiana Legislature.  The City of Scott has started 
marketing the new designation and is planning a Boudin Festival. 
 
Scott Historical and Genealogical Society 
Residents of Scott have formed a Historical and Genealogical Society.  Members of the society meet 
regularly for the purpose of collection, preservation and dissemination of knowledge about the history 
of Scott and documenting the genealogy of the families of Scott.  They have begun efforts toward 
forming an historical district amongst the many historical homes and buildings in the center of the city.  
Figure 9-1 shows the location of historic buildings.  
 
Festivals and Community Celebrations 
The City of Scott enjoys a host of festivals and community celebrations.  From the annual Mardi Gras 
celebrations to Pie Day, Scott residents love to celebrate their community and heritage.  Activities such 
as jam sessions at the Begnaud House, the annual Easter Egg Hunt, or Scott Oaks Halloween Festival 
ensure that there is something for all ages year round.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of The Great Scott Herald, The Scott Connection, La Maison de Begnaud, and local residents. 
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Figure 9-1: Historic Locations 
 


